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314 CMR: 4.05: Classes and 

Criteria (5)(c)

Shall not exceed the site-specific limits necessary to control 

accelerated or cultural eutrophication.
Nutrients

314 CMR: 4.05: Classes and 

Criteria (5)(a)

All surface waters shall be free from pollutants in concentrations 

or combinations that settle to form objectionable deposits; float 

as debris, scum or other matter to form nuisances; produce 

objectionable odor, color, taste or turbidity; or produce 

undesirable or nuisance species of aquatic life.

Aesthetics

314 CMR: 4.05: Classes and 

Criteria (3)(b) 6

These waters shall be free from color and turbidity in 

concentrations or combinations that are aesthetically 

objectionable or would impair any use assigned to this Class.

Color and 

Turbidity

314 CMR: 4.05: Classes and 

Criteria (3)(b) 5.

These waters shall be free from floating, suspended, and 

settleable solids in concentrations and combinations that would 

impair any use assigned to this Class, that would cause 

aesthetically objectionable conditions, or that would impair the

benthic biota or degrade the chemical composition of the bottom.

Solids

314 CMR: 4.05: Classes and 

Criteria (3)(b) 3

Shall be in the range of 6.5 - 8.3 standard units and not more 

than 0.5 units outside of the background range. There shall be 

no change from background conditions that would impair any 

use assigned to this class.

pH

314 CMR: 4.05: Classes and 

Criteria (3)(b) 1

Shall not be less than 5.0 mg/L in warm water fisheries unless 

background conditions are lower; natural seasonal and daily 

variations above these levels shall be maintained; and levels 

shall not be lowered below 60 percent of saturation in warm 

water fisheries due to a discharge.

Dissolved 

Oxygen

SourceCriteriaPollutant
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Who Is Subject to the Regulations?

�Focus on impervious surfaces

�Basic thresholds for existing impervious areas

–Minimum thresholds statewide

–Thresholds in TMDL areas

�New Development

�Redevelopment
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What Is An Impervious Surface?

� Paved areas for parking, equipment storage, 
maintenance

� Roads/driveways


